-VAR 

If the learned would not fometimes fubmit to the ignorant • 

the old to the weakneffes of the young ; there would be no- 
thing but everlafting variance in the world o •<* 

Many bleed, ' J 

By fhameful variance betwixt man and man. Tbomfon 
variation. n.J. [ vanatto , Lat. variation , French.! 

1. L-hange ; mutation ; difference from itfelf. J 

• of f te r U 7 va l lati ? n <* opinions, the prifbnerwas acquitted 
of treafon, but by moft voices found guilty of felony. Hayw 

The operation of agents will eaf.ly admit of intention and 

reiruffion, but the effences of things are conceived not capable 
or any luch variation. y d ° ie 

The fame of our writers is confined to thefe two iflands' 
and it is hard it fhould be limited in time as much as place 
by the perpetual variations of our fpeech. Swift 

1 here is but one common matter, which is diverfified bv 
accidents; and the fame numerical quantity, by variations of 
texture, may conftitute fucceffively all kinds of" body. Bent 

2. Difference ; change from one to another. 

In fome other places are more females bom than males • 
which, upon this variation of proportion, I recommend to 
e curious. Graunt’s Bills of Mortality. 

ach fea had its peculiar fhells, and the fame variation of 
foils ; this trad affording fuch a terreftrial matter as is pro 
per for the formation of one fort of fhell-fifh ; that of 

anothe £ u Woodward's Nat. Hift 

3. Succeffive change. J ' 

Sir Walter 31 unt, 

Stain’d with the variation of each foil 

Betwixt that Holmedon and this feat of ours. Shakefb 

4. [ln^ grammar.] Change of termination of nouns. 

he lules or grammar, and ufeful examples of the va- 
riatlon c f words, and the peculiar form of fpeech, are often 
appointed to be repeated. Watts’s Improv. of the Mind. 

5. Change in natural phenomenons. 

The duke run a long courfe of calm profperity, without 
any vifible ecnpfe or wane in himfelf, aniidft divers variations 

6. 'Deviation. Lie ,f 

If we admit a variation from the flate of his creation, that 
variation muff be neceffarily after an eternal duration, and 
therefore within the compafs of time. Hal 

. 1 ma 7 fomct >mes to have varied from his fenfe • but 
the greateic variations may be fairly deduced from him. Drvd 

7. / aviation of the compafs ; deviation of the magnetick needle 
from an exadt parallel with the meridian. 

^ A Rtcous. aclj. yaricofus , Latin. J Difealed with dilation. 

There are infences of one vein only being variants, whicli 

may- be aenroyed by tying it above and Irelow the dila- 
tation. c , 

To \ r A'RILGATE. y. a.Jyariegatus, fchool Latin.] To dL 
veiTiry ; to train with different colours. 

The fhells are filled with a white fpar, which variegates 
and adds to the beauty of the feme. Woodward on FotTds. 

1 hey had fountains of variegated marble in their rooms Arh 
Ladies like variegated tulips fhow ; 

’Tis to the changes half the charms we owe : 

Such happy fpots the nice admirers take. 

Fine by defect, and delicately weak. Pope’s Epi/i. 

Variega tion, n. f. [from variegate.] Diverfity of colours. 

Plant your choice tulips in natural earth, fomewhat im- 

povenfhed with very fine fand ; elfe they will fcon lofe their 
variegations. }{ ^ 

variety, ft. f. [ vanetc , Fr. vanetas, Latin.] 

1. Change; fucceffion of one thing to another; intermixture 
of one thing with another. 

All forts are here that all th’ earth yields ; 

Variety without end. Milton’s Par. Loft. 

Variety is nothing elfe but a continued novelty. South. 

If the fun’s light confided of but one fort of rays, there 
would be but one colour in the whole world, nor would it be 
poffible to produce any new colour by reflexions or refrac- 
tions ; and by confc-quence that the variety of colours depends 
upon the compofition of light. Newton’s Gptids. 

2 . One thing of many by which variety is made. In this fenfe 
it has a plural. 

The inclofed warmth, which the earth hath in itfelf, flirred 
up by the heat of the fun, affifeth nature in the fpeedier 
procreation of thofe varieties , which the earth brino-eth 

f ° r *- _ Raleigh’s Hi/l. of the World. 

3. Difference ; diffinulitude. 

There is a variety in the tempers of good men, with rela- 
tion to the different impreffions they receive from different 
objeSs of charity. ' F. Atterhury. 

4. Variation ; deviation ; change from a former date. 

It were a great vanity to rejeft thofe reafons drawn from 
the nature of things, or to go about to anfwer thofe reafons 
by fuppofitions of a variety in things, from what they now 

uvoinin: r Vale s Origin, of Mankind. 

VA'RIOUS. ad], [ varius , Latin.] ' 

x. Different; feveral; manifold. 
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1 . Changeable ; uncertain, mfixed , “nli'teMf ’ 

The names of mixed mofc . 

whereby to adjufl their lignifcation , hem£ ,l 
various and doubtful. er01e they are very 

2. Unlike each other. Locke, 

He in derifion fets 

- Upon their tongues a various fpirit, 

I o rale quite out their native language. 

„ Vaft crowds of vanquifh’d nations march a Inn MdUn ' 

V«n.m arms, in habit, and in , on g” “'“H- J 
Varw/is ol temper, as of face or frame, 
x-ac,i individual : his great end the fame. 

00 many and fo various laws are P-iven' - _ 

4. V anegated 5 diverfified. ' • 

. Herbs iudden fio werd^ 

Opening their various colours. 

ARiousidY. adv. [from various .] In a various m ^ 

.0 ^ -“SE'courfe 

_ Various objedls from the fenfe, Bacon. 

Vdrioufly reprefenting. * 

Thofe various Iquadrons, varioufty defiant Mlton ’ 
Each veffel freighted with a feveral load ; ° ’ 

All f qUadr ° n waitin g fof a feveral wind ; 

All fmd but one, to burn them in the road. n. ,/ 

ifterent aliments, while they repair the fluids and folds' 1 % 

VARIXn°i tnCm aCC ” rdin S to their different natures. fiS 
lAKU lUt.var,ce hr.] A dilatation of the vein. 

. ule f s or t!ie - e g s > accompanied with varices nr n 
bandage 0 / VeU '‘ S ’ ^ be affifled by the 

V A 'RLET. ». f {variety old French, now valet.] ^ 

1. Ancivntly a lervant or footman. 

^ Sucn loicis ill example do give. 

Where varlets and^absfi, ma/ live. Tujftr’s Hufi an d,y, 

A varlet running towards them haftily. w,,.r r 

2. A fcoundrel; a rafeal. This word has deviated fern s' 
onginal meaning, as fur in Latin. 

1 Wl thC that CVer chew ’ d ' Shake /P- Uen. IV. 

Vv here draft tnou leave thefe varlets f Sbakefpeare. 

1 hou > fftrlety doff thy mailer’s gains devour; 

vn n | : ' k u C 1IS ewes V and often twice an hour. Dryclen. 

. “ en the Roman legions were in a difpofition to mutiny, 
an impudent variety who was a private centinel, refolved to 
tiv the power of his eloquence. Add [on 

\ a ; a retry, n.f. [from varlet.] Rabble; croud; populace.’ 

Shall they hoift me up, 

And fliew me to the fhouting varletry 

VA'p 5 rcH rring - R ° me : Shakefp. Ant. andCleo. 

V A RNIbH. n,J. fernis, Fr. vernix, Latin.] 

1. A matter laid upon wood, metal, or other bodies, to make 
them mine. 

V v. il put on thofe fball praife your excellence, 

And fet a double vdrnijh on the fame. Shalefp. 

, r { 10 fa ^ ie of Cicero had not borne her age fo well, 
if it nau not been joined with fome vanity ? Like unto var- 
mjf)^ that makes cielings not only fhine, but laft. Bam . 

I ms the blue varmju that the green endears, 

T lie fa c red ruff of twice ten hundred years. Pope • 

2. Cover; palliation. 

i o VARNtsH. v, a . [ vernijjcr , vernir , Fr. from the noun.] 

1. To cover with fomething fliining. 

O vanity ! 

I o fet a pear] in ffeel fo meanly varnifbed . Sidney, 

Clamber not you up to the cafements, 

Hoi thruft your head into the publick fireet, 

^ Fo gaze on chriftian fools with varnifld d faces. Shakef. 

2. 10 cover; to conceal with fomething ornamental. 

Specious deeds on earth, which glory excites ; 

Oi clofe ambition varnijldd o’er with zeal, Milton » 

His manly heart was ftill above 
Diffembled hate, or vamiJVd love. Drjd. 

Men efpoufe the well-endow’d opinions in fafhion, and 
then leek arguments to make good their beauty, or varnijh 
over and cover their deformity. Locked Works . 

3* Fo palliate ; to hide with colour of rhetorick. 

- 0 ^rnijh all their errors, and fecure 
i he ills they act, and all the world endure. Denham . 

Cato's voice was ne’er employ’d 
To clear the guilty, and to varnijl) crimes. , Addifon. 
Speak the plain truth, and varnijb not your crimes ! Philips ; 

V A R n is H E R . n. j. [ from varnijh . j 

1. One whole trade is to varnifh. 

An oil obtained of common oil, may probably be of good 
ufe to furgeons and varnijhers . Boy led Works . 

2. A difguifer ; an adorn er. 

Adodefi dulnefs lurks in thought’s difguife ; 

Thou varni/her of fools, and cheat of all the wife. Pope. 

VfRYELS. 
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VaTvels. n.f. [vervclles, -Fr.] Silver rings about the leg of 
a hawk, on which the owner’s name is engraved. Diff* 
To VARY. v.a. [ \vario , Lat. varier , French.] 
j. To change ; to make unlike itfelf. 

Let your cealelefs change 

Vary to our great creator ftill new praife. Milton * 

2> To change to fomething elfe. 

Gods that never change their Rate, 

Vary oft their love and hate. Waller. 

We are to vary the cuftoms, according to the time and 
country where the feene of action lies. Dryden% 

The mafter’s hand, which to the life can trace 
The airs, the lines, and features of the face $ 

May, with a free and bolder ftroke, exprefs 
A vary 0 d polture, or a flatt’ring drefs. Sir J. Denham. 

He varies ev’ry fhape with eafe, 

And tries all forms that may Pomona pleafe. Pope. 

3. To make of different kinds. 

God hath divided the genius of men according to the dif- 
ferent affairs of the World ; and varied their inclinations, 
according to the variety of aftions to be performed. Browne. 

4. To diverfify ; to variegate. 

God hath here 

Varyd his bounty fo with new delights. Milton , 

To Va'ry. v. n . 

1. To be changeable ; to appear in different forms. 

Darkling ffands 

The varying fhore o’th’ world. Shake fp. Ant. and Cleo. 

So varied he, and of his tortuous train 
Curl’d many a wanton wreath. Milton. 

2. To be unlike each other. 

Thofe who made laws, had their minds polifhed above 
the vulgar : and yet unaccountably the public conftitutions of 
nations vary . Collier on Pride. 

3. To alter; tc become unlike itfelf. 

* He had a Arrange interchanging of large and inexpefled 
pardons, with feveral executions ; which could not be im- 
puted to any inconffancy, but to a principle he had fet unto 
himfelf, that he would vary and try both ways in turn. Bac. 

That each from other differs, nrft confefs ; 

Next, that he varies from himfelf no Id's. Pope’s Epift . 

4. To deviate ; to depart. . 

The crime confifts in violating die law, and varying from 

• the right rule of reafon. Locke c 

5. To fucceed each other. 

. x While fear and anger, with alternate grace, 

Pant in her breaft, and vary in her face. Addifon s Cato . 

6. 1 o difagree ; to be at variance. 

In judgment of her fubftance thus they vary y 
And vary thus in judgment of her feat; 

For fome her chair up to the brain do carry. 

Some link it down into the ftomach’s heat. Sir J. Davies. 

7* To flii ft colours. 

W ill the falcon {looping from above, 

Smit with her varying plumage, fpare the dove ? 

Admires the jay the inled’s gilded wings? Pope. 

a'ry, n,f [iroin the verb.] Change; alteration. Not in 
ufe. 

Such finding rogues as thefe looth every pafflon ; 

Renege, affirm, and turn their halcyon beaks, 

>r With every gale and vary of their mailers. Sbakefpeare. 
vascular, aclj. [from vafculum^ Latin.] 

1. Conliffing or veffels ; full of vefiels. 

Nutrition of the folds is performed by the circulating 
liquid in the fmalleft vafcular folids. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 
asculi'ferous. aclj. [vafculwn and fero^ Latin.] Such plants 
as have, befidcs the common calyx, a peculiar veffel to con- 
tain the feed, fometimes divided into cells ; and thefe have 
always a monopetalous flower, either uniform or dif- 

vT‘ . ftjhtincy. 

A ~r\ n 'f -^ r * vafa, Latin.] A vefiel ; generally a 

veLel rather for fliow than ufe. 

The toilet ffands unveil’d, 

tr , fdver vafe in myftick order laid. Pobe. 

SSAL. n.J. [ vaffal , Fr. vaffallo, Italian. ] 

1* One who holds by the will of a fuperior lord. 

Pvery petty prince, vaffal to the emperor, can coin what 
■money he pieafeth. . . Swiftd jhort View of Ireland. 

. * va Jjhls are invited to bring in their complaints to the 
^ viceroy, who imprifons and chaftifes th,eir matters. Addifon. 
Ajubjeft; a dependant. 

^ She cannot content the lord with performance of his difei- 
that hath at her fide a vaffal* whom Satan hath 
made his vicegerent, to crofs whatsoever the faithful fhould 
°’q , Hooker , h. viii. §. 34. 

as they thought fit for labour, they received as vajfals ; 
m miparte d net the benefit of laws, but every one made his 
wu a law unto his own vaffal . Spenferd State of L eland. 

i he common people were free fubje&s to the king, not 
-ayes and yaffals to their pretended lords. Sir J. Davies. 

cmrvi C •\ ind hath not reafon t0 re member, that paffions 
t-At to be her vajfals * not her mafters. Raleigh. 


VAT 

Vaffals of his anger, when the fcourge 
Inexorable, and the torturing hour 
Calls us to penance. 

As all his vaffals eagerly defir’d $ 

With mind averfe, he rather underwent 
His people’s will, than gave his own confent. 

He fubjugated a king, and called him his vaffal. 

3. A fervant ; one who acts by the will of another. 

I am his fortune’s vaJJ'al , and I fend him 
The greatnefs he has got. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleop. 

4. A flave ; a low wretch. 

t 7 

Thou fwear’ft thy Gods in vain 

O vajjal ! mifereant ! Shakefp. K. Lear . 

Va'ssallage. n.f. [ 'vaffelage , Fr. from vaffal. \ The Rate of 
a vaffal ; tenure at will ; fervitude ; flavery ; dependance. 

He renounc’d the vajfalage 
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Of Rome again. 

All my powfs do their beftowing lofe. 

Like vajfalage at unawares encounjtring 

The eye of majefty. Sbakcjpeared Troilus and CreJJida. 

1 They wou’d have brought the Achaeans from the condition 
of followers and dependents unto meer vcffalage. Raleigh „ 

Let us not then purfue. 

By force impoflible, by leave obtain’d 
Unacceptable, though in heav’n our ftate 
Of lplendid vafjalage. Miltons Par. Lojl . 

Curs'd vajfalage , 

b irft idoliz’d till love’s hot fire be o’er ; 

Then Haves to thofe who courted us before* Dryden. 

VAST. adj. [ vajte , Fr. vajius , Latin.] 

1. Large; great. 

What the parliament meant to attempt with thofe vajl 
numbers of men, every day levied. » Clarendon , book i. 

1 hat is an ample and capacious mind, which takes in vajl 
and fublime ideas without pain. Watts * 

His open ftores, 

Though vajl , were little to his ampler heart. Dhojnfon. 

2 . Vicioufly great ; enormoufly extenfive or capacious. 

The vicious language is vajl , and gaping, fvvelling, and 
irregular ; when it contends to be high, full of rock, moun- 
tain, and pointednefs. B. JohnJoru 

They view’d the vajl unmeafurable abyfs. Miltonc 

Others with vajl Typhean rage more- fell 
Rend up rocks. 

Vast, n.f [ vajium , Latin.] An empty waffe. 

They {hook hands, as over a vofl ; and embrac’d, as from 
the ends of oppos’d winds. Sbakefpeare. 

Through the vajl of heav’n it founded. Milton. 

The wat’ry vajl , 

Secure of ttorms, your royal brother paff. Pope * 

Vasta'tion. n.f. [ vajlatio , from vajlo, Latin.] Waffe; de- 
population. 

This wild-fire made the faddeft.va/lations, in the many fatal 
outrages which thefe eager contentions occaiion. Decay of Piety. 

Vasti'dity. n.f. {vajlitas^ Lat. from vajly-.] Widenefs; i ru- 
men fity. A barbarous word. 

Perpetual durance, 

Through all the world’s vajlidity k Sbakefpeare. 

Va'stly. adv. [from vajl.] Greatly; to a great degree. 

Holland’s refolving upon its own defence, without our (hare 
in the war, would leave us to enjoy the trade of the world, 
and thereby grow vaflly both in {Length and treafures. Temple. 

It is vaflly the concern of government, and of themfelves 
too, whether they be morally good or bad. ^ South. 

Va'stness. n.f [from vajl.] Immeniity ; enormous greatnefs, 
Behemoth, biggeft born of earth, uph cav’d 
His vajlnefs. Miltond Par . Lojl . 

She by the rocks compell’d to ftay behind. 

Is by the vajlnefs ol her bulk confin’d. Waller. 

When I compare this little performance with the vajlnefs 
of my fubjeft, methinks I have brought but a cockle-flieli of 
water from the ocean. Glanville . 

Ariofto obferved not moderation in the mflnefs of hie 

drau S ht * * ' J Dryden. 

Hence we may difeover the caufe of the vajlnefs of the 

ocean. Bcntleyd Sermons.' 

Vasty, adj. [from vajl.] Large; enormoufly great. 

I can call fpirits from the vajly deep. * Sbakefpeare. 

Vat. n.f [vat, Dutch, pat, Saxon.] A veffel in which li- 
quors are kept in the immature ffate. 

Plumpy Bacchus, with pink eyne. 

In thy vats our cares be drown’d. Shak* r b 

Let him produce his vats and tubs in oppofition to heaos 
of arms and ftaadards. Add<io 

Wouldft thou thy vats with gen’rous juice fhould froth” 
Refpect thy orchats. 

Va ticide. n: f. [vates and cado, Latin.] A murderer of poets 
1 he caitiff vattadi conceiv’d a prayer. Pope’s D uncial 
To V atic.nate. v.n. [■ vatmnor , Latin.] To prophefy ; to 
pradtile predidlion. 1 3 

. 1 h . e m °ft ad mired of all prophane prophets, whofe predic- 
tions have been fo much cried up, did vaticinate here. Howel 

Vava'souk. 



